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= e man on my I At amd asked, “What's
| the norse, Hil® He il not know,
| ‘ or. Jim, onomy right, al=o Jdid not
' Fuow, bhut sugwesteed that 1 Cawsk”
| = 1 The sereeant
| Coting towards  us was an o obl
‘ By ARTHUR GUY EMPEY ! grizeliad sergeant, properly  fol oup
| HHwith the wure, so T “awsked™ him,
An American Boy Who Got Into the War Two  |[ “hink ins womnie o rin, soreeant =
| H e Bookesd @t e i contemp?, and
i Years Before His Country. srunbid, COW'S it de2oin’ 1o ran With
{ 1 the Bloomin® sun a-shinin’™ 1 looked
Coparieht, 19170 by Arthar tuy Finpy. {|eaily.
- - o I “Phem's the guns ap the line, me
CHAITER T veureshell gogzles, o balaclavie helimet, Lad, und you'll et enough of ‘em be-
sloves anid o Un of antifrosthite grease fore you gets hack o Blighty”
Blighty to Rest Billets. My Knees seemed o wilt, and
R N e e which 1= exiellent for greasimg  the e PRl
DS ERY I o e hoots, A to this the weight of his] 500 iy g Wl o
P JEY Grlintiorpnel e Fatmp e rations, anid can yvou bhooe Tommy Then “ stirted onr march ap to
T AL ol i il for growhng at o twenty-kilo  route the line I”' ten-Kilo treks After the
eul”t el =ent o me 1o 1rathing . first oiy’s mirch we arrpvesd ot oour
- iarich
W e | Flaving served as sergeant and mi-
VLS 'I=Ilr'.||_l: :'l_ :m'_‘ FI"::”' “I:‘I: joran the United States visvaley, I
ALELE HRDTRL il e o " ) trived to tell the English deill  sergeant
il ravisl apy, wii SRR I'_”' their  business,  but it did not work,
Ukl O SEERUL Rt B They innmediately put me as batman
erproug sheet oy Ghi il iand V- i their mess, Many o greasy dish ] |
o] Thivos e o asevilippesiis s of stew wis accidentally spilled over
wirttenl of stiags, backles and other b
preihemmthy dnte Al L xhirurhit: He 1 oweuld sooner fight than be o
wonhl never sti, bl whih th pie witter, so when  the  orcer o
prachival tao iy Knwes de {<-I|I.-¥'ll lung St Trvy el e s
el tosas Nkt ovas L bk for o draft of 2hu re-cnforvenents Tor
| RN Y T AR boaeesd oan bewilder- Fratae. 3 Aedditeer,
ment st the pale of Junk o front ol Then we wenl before the M. oo
e, aned Then sy whes Wit viGitieil ollieety for: anothen 1y
womnd louking for the wazon which exinination. This was very brief. He
Wi D cubpy ot b beterehs I " l_‘ ashed our pames and numbers  and
:"I-h I:_\:"I"‘Il:fr::__h' 'III‘" "I:..:h"..]'.llhng sl LT il we went out o Hght
X ki et NN : We were pul dnto troogs trains el
(Al Rl Lo et e _l-" ey semt o Soutbampton, where we e
“ITE b i Bt b celp AT el and bl our trench vitles s
" sl to us, Then in columins ol twos
strugabune unher the dol, with fre we went up the ganpgplank ol Tittlee

gt pratises Tor vest, bopeached o
bt ricks dlarge var barnsy, amd oy
platomn Jeader catne to thive presoiee, 1
was i marsel toopue how quiekly hie
asscepbilend the  woplgpinent. After s
bl comgele bl thie tash, hie shoawes
e b Lo anljast b osan ny peerse
Pretty soon bostoed betore hime o
proper Tomimy Athins A heavy
b order, Teeling TRy an over-
Jopadesad vangpel,

vige uy feet woere heavy-soled boots,
stipdinsdl with hobimalds, e toes ol
hoels of whivh were re-enforeed by
stevl half-moons My lves wers dn-
caseil i wooden puttees, olive deabin
calor, with iy treasers overlapping
Ve b the tope Then o woolen kKhaka
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Iving alongside The dock

heaid of the gangplank thers
wlil ant,  wWho ahirected
we lne ourselves  alung both
of the ship Then he ordered
fake Nfe belts from the racks
and put them one 1 hav
oeenn several times and
sewsick, but when 1
belt 1 had

=teadner
AL T
LHE S Ny

that
rals

= lu
overhoind
L
Knew 1 was not
b kdesd one that dite
stion of sichness

After wee ot out inte the strvam il
I coubl think of was That there were i
mullion Gierman submarines with
wurhead

vrassand

torpedo on vieh, acress the

of which was inseribed my mone and
aelilress,

After tive hours we came  along-

Cluy Empey.

cill them
in them Tommy
week and on the
he s given
his own.”

Frianee they rest

wlnl

In

TR TETS

resl.

b blets,
wurks sevien alays a
auy o1 the
twenty-tfounr hours
Our billet was a0 spacious alfair,
Large barn on the left sile of the road
which hod one hundreed  entranees,
ninety-nine for sholls, eats, wind and
rabn, aned the hedredth one for Tom-

eizhth waensl

o

my. bowas tired out, amd using my
shreapmel-proof TR T (shrapnel
proot until o pivee of shrapnel hits
ity, or tin hat, for a pillow, lay down
in the straw, aml  wis  soon fast
aslecp, 1 must have slep about two
hours, when | oawoeke with o prick-
ling semsation ol over me. As |
thought,  the  steaw hald worked
throngh my uniform. [ woke up the

fellow Iving on my leit. who had been
up the line before, and asked him:

W

him: It wa

I agreed with

his shirt,
alive,

The zreatest shock a
wher he arrives at his battalion
Frince Is to see the men cngagel 10
hunt.” With an air of von-
tempt anil disgust he avouls the cons
pany of the older men, until conple
of Jdayvs later, in o twrment of itehing
he salsn has to resort to a shirt hunt

recrujt gels
1"

i teaotie’”

or spemd many slecpless nights of
misery.  During these hunts therears
lots of pertinent  remarks Laandiel

bk and forth ameng the explorers
such as, “sSay, Bill, T'll swap you twe
little ones for a big one,” “['ve ot
4 Llack vne here that looks like Kuis-

or.

e LY

One sunny olay in the front line
trench, 1 saw three officers  sitting
outside of their dugoutl (“cooties ar

no respecters of rank; T have ewen
nutice] 0 susplelous uncasiness about
4 certuin well-known generaliy. one
of them was a major, two of them
were exploring their shirts,  paying
no attention to the occasional shells
which overhead,  The major
was writing u letter: every now aml
then He wonld lay axide his writing-
paaid, serateh his shirt for fow
minutes, get an inspiration, and then
resume writing., At last he finlshed
his letter and gave it to his “runner”
1 wis ciirious to see whether he was
writing to an insect firm, so when the
riuanner passed me [oengaged himoin
conversation and got a glimpse at th
wdilress on the envelope. It was aul-
to Miss Alice Somebody, in
Lotdon,  “The runner” informed me
that Mise Somebsndy was the mnjor’=
sweetheart and thet he wrote to her
day,  Just imagine it writing
i love letter during a “eootie”™ hunt.
but such is the ereed of the trenches
(To e Continued.)
 —————————————————

500,000 IN SECOND DRAFT

Prassed

resse]

eV

Plans for Calling Them Out Now Al-
most Complete.

Details of the plun for calling out
the next 500000 increment  for  the
Nutionnl army have bhecome known in
Washington on high ofticial authority,
=nas g correspondent,

The eall will not be 1.

hefore May

and may be deferred to o later date,
i order to  leave undisturbed  the
farm  labor class during  corn and

wheat planting seasons.  The detailed
plans for the next quota have veeeiv-
e the approval of the secretary of
war amd will he in the hands of 'ro-
vost Marshal General Crowder inoa
few dinvs,

Diceetions for handling the men to
e called to the colors in the second
deaift will be placed in the hands of
the various local beards throughout
the country in April  with  definite
word to each bonrd how many men
must be seleeted week by week and
the total number which much be sup-
plied.

The greatest difference in detall

u.-\.-{.‘

Dizgram Showing Typical Front-Line und COmmunlution Trenches.

tunge, wmber which was o bluish gray
woolen shrt, manus a collar; beneath
this shirt o woolen ety baond abwant
wiv inches wide, held in plaee iy e
strimts of white taga, Oy head
was o heavy woslen trench cap. with
hnee earlaps battoned over the top,
Then the voguipanent: A canvas be

with sommnnition  povkets, ool I\\u
wile vanvis  straps lke  suspenders,
calledd 10 strips, fastened to the bhelt
m fromt, pussing over vivch shothler,

cromsinnge i the mnddle of my ek, amld
attached by bekles to the rear of the
bt the right side of the belt
hune o water botthe, coveresd with felt,
o the Ielt shle was my
weabbcird, amd intrenching tool handle,

im

bayonet il

this lainedle steappeed to the hayonet
seabibunl In the rear wis my -
trenehing teol, carried meoa einvas
case. CThis tool was o vombination
pick amed spandes N vanvas haversack
wis straggeed to the left side of the
belt, while o iy back was the pack.
also of vanvas, held in place v two
cunvas =t s over the shoublers, sus-
peided  on the bottom of the pack

Wis MY Bess 0N or canteen inoa neud

Little vcansas s My witterproed
shvet, looking Hke o jelly rell, wis
strapped on top of the vk, W ith a

womlen =tick for cleaning the breach
of the ritle projevting from each el

om o lanvand aremmd my wiist was
huns o huee jackknife with o can-
opener attiwehment. The pack contain-
ed my overcoat, an exirie pear of
sovks, clanse of underwear, hold all
(eontiining knife, fork, spoon, vomb,
toothitau=h,  lather  brush, shuving

soa gy, sl o rzor made of tn, with
AMaade i England® stamped on the
Blades when trying to shave with this
it made ver wish that yon were
war with Patagonia, =0 that you could
have “hollow  groumd™  stamped
“AMadde in Germany”) then
housgewife, button-cleaning outlit, ¢one-
sisting of @ brass button stick. two
SUM brushes, and a box of “Solliers
Friend” paste; then a shoe brush and

A box of dublin, a writime pad. indel-
bk

i
vour

fhle penvil, envelopes aml pay
and personal  belongings, such as a
small mirrer, a decent razor aml

sheaf of unapswersd letters and fags
haversack you o carry your
meaning a tn of buliy
biseults and a ean contain-
aml Oxo  cubes; o
couple of pipes and o pack of shag,
a tin of rifle oil and a pull-through.
Tommy generally carries the oil with
his rations; it gives the cheese n sort
of sandine taste.

Add to this a first aid-pouch and a
long, ungainly rifle patterned after the
Daniel Boone period, and you havean
fdea of o British soldier in Blighty.

Before leaving for France, this rifle
i= taken from him and he is issued
with @& Lee-Enfield short trench ritle
and a ration bag.

In France he receives two gus hel-
mets, a sheepskin coat, rubber mack-
intosh, steel helmet, two blankets,

In

iron
beef, four
e Tes

vour
ritions,

sugEar

i |-|u and discinbir Fed., 1l
of my ambitions,
in France,”  We
in the vpen that night on the
of the romd, About six the next
were ordered to entrain.
for the passenger

I vould  see on the
suling were cattle cars, Woe elimbed
mto these, om the side of cach car
wis o osign reading “Hommes 40,
Chevenux 8. When we got inside of
the virs, we thought that perhaps the
muinter had reversed the order
After 4y hours in these
trucks detrandned  at Rouen. At
this pliee woent  through an in-
tensive tmining for ten days,

The tradning consisted of the rudi-
ments of trench warfare. Trenches
haad been dug, with barbed wire on-
tanglements, bhombing  saps, dugouts,
vhservativn posts aml machine  gun
cinplwcsments. We  were  given a
smattering of trench vooking, sanita-
bomb throwisg, reconnoitering,
posts, constructing and
wire, earrving

stider
Littied another one
I owas Usemewhere
shept
stile
HIOINING W
I louked arouid

coaches,  but  all

SN
of things,
W
we

tion,
Dislening
(RS TR

re-

biarbed in”

The Author's Identification Disk
parties. methods used In attack and
defense, wirlng parties, mass forma-
tion, and the procedure for poison-
gas attacks.

tin the tenth day we again met our
friends "Hommes 40, Cheveaux 8.7
Thirty-six hours more of misery, and
we arrived at the town of F—.

After unloading our rations and
equipment, we lined up on the road
in columns of fours waiting for the
order to march.

A dull rumbling could he heard.
The sun was shining. I turned to the

Pttt s et PO e

It's worked through my uniform and
1 ocan’t slecp.
In a sleepy  voiee e .:n'mvu'rl
SPhat ain't sty them's cooties.”
From that time on my friends the
cgputies” were constantly with me.
“Cooties,” or boldy liee,  are  the
Iaine of Tommy's existence,
The  arvistoeraey of the  trenches

very selidom eall them “cooties” they

speitk of them as Heas,
To an American e means o small
inseet armed with a bayonet, who s

wonl to jal it into yeu amnd then hob-
skip amd jump to the nest ploee to Tnee
atticked. Thers wlvantage  in
having teus on You insteid of

is an

ool -

jes m that m oone  of i extended
Junips sabl e s Tablbe o land on
the fellow next you: he has the typ-
jral enersy ol pusk of the Ameri-
cum, while the “coutie” has the bull-
dug tenaneity of the Englishman: he
Lelds on and econsolidiates or digs in
until his meal s tindshed,

There is no way to get vid of them
permamently, No omatter how  often
vou bathe, il that is not very often,
or how many times you change your
underwenr, your friemds the “cooties”
are alwayvs moeviibnee, The  billets
are infested with them, especially so

if there = straw on the floor,

1 have taken o bath and put on
brand-new underswesr; in faet, @ com-
plete change of uniform. und then
turned in for the night, The  next
morning my shirt would be full  of
them. It is o common sight to sec
cight or ten soldiers sitting under a

tree with their shirts over their knees
enguged o Ushirt hunt”

At might about half an hour hefore
“lights out,” you ¢ar see the Tommics
grouped around a candle, ryving, in
it dim light, o rid their underwenr
of the vermin, A popular and very
quick methol s to take  your shirt
amd drawers, and run the seams back

aml forward in the tlame  from o
candle and burn them out. This prac-
tiee I dangerous, because  you ore

liable to burn holes in the garments
if you are not careful.

Recruits  generally  sent to Blighty
for n brand of insect powder adver-
tised is “Good for body lice.” The ad-
ment is gquite right: the powder
they  simply

vertise
i= gowml for
thrive on it.

The older men of our battalion were
wizer and mule seratchers  out of
wood.  These were rubbed  smouoth
with a bit of stone or sind to prevent
They were nbout eighteen
and Tommy guiarantoes
that a scratcher of this length w1
reach any part of the body  which
may be attacked. =Some of the fel-
lows were lnzy and only made their
seriatvhers twelve inches, but many
a night when on guard, looking over
the top from the fire step of the front
line trench. they would have given a
thousand “guid” for the other six
inches.

Once while we were in rosl. billet
an Irish Husser regiment camped in
an open field opposite our billet. Aft-

“eootics")

splinters
inches long,

er they had picked and fed their
horses. n general shirt hunt  took
pluce. The troopers ignored the call

“Dinner up,” and Kept on with their
search for big game. They had a
curivus method of procedure. They
hung their shirts over a hedge and
beat them with their entrenching
tool handles,

1 asked one of them why they
didn’t pick them off by hand, and he
answered. “We haven't had a bath for
nine weeks or a change of clabber.
If I tried to pick the ‘cooties’ off my
shirt I would be here for duration of

the war.” After taking a close look at

tween the first and second calls  for
the national army lles in the percent-
ages of men to be sent to the camps
cantonments at  various times,
the fiest call definite pereent-

the total number required
wepre 4ot oo camps. The plans far
the second call contemplate  sending
at  the rate of about 10,000 o
it shipping conditions are such
that the men alveady  in the camps
amd U can be moved to Franee
the  rate, making  room  for the
men L the camps aml ento-

amd
Under

nges  of

Hen
werk

ined

at
new
moents, ¢

It has been plunned to call the sec-
el draft in sixteen increments as
accommodations for  their  training
hecomes  avallable. This was altered
in opder to keep the camps as nearly
il to ecapaeity as possible.
Calling 10,000 men o week will
incrensed a8 fast as possible, and it
ix hoped to more thar douhle this
rute eventually,
The men for
will be chosen from among about
250,000 men—those now in Class 1,
amd about 1,000,000 youths who have
ached the age of 21 years since reg-
istration last June. About halfl the
cundidates are expected to pass phy-
sically.  The eall to suceeed the one
in May is expected  to he obtained
from cliss 1, and from the boys who
have come of age meanwhile,

The average number to be  drawn
from the territory covered by the
jurisdiction of vach of the 4,557 loeal
bourds Is about 110, but the larger
registration of aliens and others not
in class 1 may make the quota from
each district greater, 1 legislation
now pending is adopted before the
next call each distriet  will be called
for n definite percentage of the men
in elass 1 and who have reached 21
vears of age siner June 5 last

be

the second increment

American Losses First Month.—The
first month of our occupation of the
American  sector northwest of Toul
has cost less in casualties than had
hieen expected. The total losses up to
date are nincteen  killed,  sixty-six
wounded and five missing.

O the nincteen who gave their lives
for their country, all but one were
slain  instantly by enemy  bul-
lets or shrapnel in the trenches or in
No Man's Land. Only three of the
woumlid are recorded as having been
in a eritical condition, and they are
now on the road to recovery. The
rest are noted as “slightly wounded”
in the official lists, but that does not
mean their wounds are not both
painful and seriou..

Among the wounded are three of-
ficers, There are only two gns cases,
neither of them grave. Five men set

prisoners of the Germans. One was
captured in a raid on a listening post
on January 30, the others during an
e¢ncounter with an enemy patrol on
the night of February 8.

The casualties mentioned have re-
ference only to the troops holding
the American sector in the region of
Toul and do not take into account the
losses wmustained elsewhere,

I have reason to believe that & con-
siderably heavier toll of killed and
wounded was expected during ‘the
first four weeks of our participation
in the defense of the Allied battle
front. A large percentage of the
wounded have returned to their regi-
ments already. Probably less than a
dozen of those still in the hospital
will be incapacitated permanently.

Rochelle, 111, grocers have entered
Into a written contract to sell gro-

:e1iea for cash only.

All Are Interested In the Big Task
Abead.

SONE ARE NOW S1UMYING FRENCH
Ineompetent_:_a-;mg “Weeded  Out

Gradually — National Guardsmen

Have Advantage of Draft Men in

Length of Service: but Not Other-

wise—No Feeling of Jealousy—All

Appreciate the Task Ahead.

(Passed by the Censor.)
Correspondence The Yorkville Engqulrer

Camp Sevier, 8. U, February 20,
191s—=oldiers in training at  Camp
Sevier have been watching the news-
papers with  more than usual in-
terest during the past week or so and
it is a safe bet thut newspaper sales
m camp have of lute been consid-
erably on the increase. It 15 the
Russiun sttuation in which they are
interested—interested  because
18 & growing impression that this Di-
vigion may be sent over a little earller
than It otherwise would in order that
it might help 1ill the hole in the lines
causcd by Russta's yellowism. When
the newsboys come down inte the
rouds between the mess  halls  and
company strects each morning and
afternoon they wre met by scores of
soldiers who have of late been sav-
g u few nickles out uf “the wreek”
in order to buy a paper a day, and
between breukfust and deill eall and
retreat wnd supper the majority of the
men read the news of what s guing
on over there.

Privute Sam Jouncs
U. 8 A, before 1 joined
HSam's Army,” us he expresses it,
adring his views on the Russian situ-
ation to a bunch of buck privates to-
day:

“1 been u thinking all the time,” he
said, “that them Iovsians was o Bo-
ing to turn yellow, Thelr skins are
yvellow and they ure yellow from tip
to toe-nail naturally. 1 used to work

wng ‘em in the coal mines  of
Pennsylvania and West Virginia and
(1 speak like u man Knowing what 1
afh a talkin’ about. 1 don't mind

sying that 1 wish they hud kept on
i} this thing on the side of us and the
rest of God's folks; but 1 aint
zr\.cr believed they  wouli.  There

n't no ending to this fracas nohow
uptil we bullies get over there and
plunge o knife or two into them Ger-
myans; and we have  been  waiting
ng enough.”

The audience of "bucks” ugreed.

of “Anywhere,
CHd Man
wiis

Soldiers attending the schools for
iMiterates about which 1 wrote in an
icle a week or two ugo, are mak-
good progress from what 1 can
learn. 1 am still writing an occus-
ifnal letter to “Miss Nellie"” for the
spldier lad I told about; though 1

down as missing are presumed to be]

think the job will last much

vger.
even go better than that; but he isn't
ready to venture u letter to his

“brick dust blonde” as he calls her.
It he keeps on progressing for anuther
couple of weeks like he has during
the pust two, 1 am going o “puss the
buck” to him—that iy, 1 am going to
inform him very kindly but tirmly
that it is time he was deing his own
writing aleng with his courting. It
doesn’t take long for a soldier to
learn i little thing like writing a let-
ter In the army. Maybe it Is because
there ure no holiduys for the pupils
and the teachers are not like the
kind that used to tell me "It hurts
me just us much to punish you as it
hurts you."

Of course there ure & few in this
division uttending schools for illiter-
ates who have not learned anything
and who will never leirn beciuse they
are not capable of learning. They
will be discharged from the service
sooner or later. There seems to be
no place in the front line trenches m
this war for a man who doesn’t
possess ut least the fundamentals of

education. There never hus been a
war like this,
Speaking of ‘iecharges, men un-

fit for soldiering are being sent hume
cvery day and there are muany yet tv
gn. It i* no eusy malter to secure u
discliurge from the service even for
those who really should be discharg-
ed and a man who is “yallow” and
tries to get out because he is “yullow,”
hasn't a chance in the world, Every
once in & while sume fellow shoots off
a foot or chops off a trigger finger or
does some other stunt like that be-
cause he isn't © man. In nine cases
out of ten he is discharged in order
to tuke a place at Fort Leavenworth
or Atlanta, instead of to return home.
Three men have been discharged
from my immediate company dur-
ing the pust few days and others are
to go. Our progress would have been
greater had they never been accept-
ed for enlistment., One was suffering
with an uleerated stomach, another
with pellagra and the third had a
heart that threutened to strike any
old minute.

The fellow suffering with pellugra
—{unningham was his name, had u
hard time getting away, He was of
very weak min® anyway and possess-
ed of hardly enough intelligence to
count money. When the order dis-
charging him came around and set-
tlement wns made between him and
Uncle*Sam it was discovered that he
had nothing coming to him, but in-
stead was Indebted to the govern-
ment. He.had no money, his parents
were unable to provide him with
funds and he was up against It for
fair. He hung around a whole day
because there was nothing eclse for
him to do. Of course his comrades
felt sorry for him In their rough way:
but nobody felt sorry enough, to
make him a present of §$15, which Is
the price of a ticket to his home in
the Tennessee hills, BSeveral fellows
informed him that if it were they in-
stead of him who had the discharge,
they would grab the first freight and
out; but Cunningham couldn't see it
that way or he was too timid.

Finally one of the men in the out-
fit gave him a dime and told.-him to
g0 to the secretary of the Red Cross
soclety in Greenville, present hls dis-
'2:;.:, tell his troubles and perhaps

a display of energy would be
ed with a ticket to home. He
the dime and lit out Several

afterward officlals of the Red
‘phoned out to know whether
story of Cunningham was on the

sDAY, F‘EBH[’ARY % 1J1.H

SOLDIERING AT SEVIER

there]”

FIVE CENTS,

iTERHS—‘LES A YEAR IN ADVANCE.

level and when informed afirmative-
the lad was put on the train for
home. If any of the offivials of the
Greenville organization chance
see this story they will learn for the
first time how it was thut they came
to do a good turn for a soldier out
of luck.

Iy,

Many of the more ambitious and
energetic among the soldiers in this
division  have begun the study of
French., (Classes have already or will
begin in each regiment within a week
ur two, and the men who have sign-
¢d up to take the course in their
spure time, are determined to learn
the lunguage which will prove of
such benefit and convenience if they
do learn it. While of course it will
be Impossible to teach French to
cvery American soldier who gocs
across, due to the fact that every
minute is needed to teach them how
to conquer the enemies of France,
the hundreds who will learn it will
serve as intrepreters and aids to the
thousands who will not have the op-
portunity. Every officer and non-
commissioned officer of this division
at least, will have a smattering of the
language before they join their
French allles. Over there many sol-
diers expect to learn the lunguage in
the manner that Private Tom Wilson
suys he is going to learn: “When |
get on the other side of the pond,”
he sald a day or two age, "l am go-
ing to lay for a duchess or u duke ur
whatever you call them French girls.
An' I reckon she will have to learn
me her lingo before she will savvy
when 1 tell her what o good husband
I would make." Yes, there are many
fellows in this army here who declare
they are guing to stay in France for
keeps when they do go over, and they
always ndd that they are going to
stay on top of the ground instead of
under it. 1 have never yet heard u
soldier suggest a presentment  that
Fritz is going to get him.

Being o draft  man mysell 1 am
nuturally more interested in them
thun 1 am in the other two classes
who compose the great American
army of today, viz, the Nittlonal
Guardsmen or volyntecrs as they pre-
fer to be valled, and the men of the
regular urmy. From information |
have been able to obtain from sol-
diers of more or less experience and
of high und low station, and from my
personul observation 1 um of the opin-
jon that the drafted men, especially
the first contingents—those who came
into the army in September, ure us
good soldiers today and have as com-
prehensive a knowledge of the game
of war as huve the National Guards-
men, most of whom saw service on
the Mexican border in 1916 and who
have been members of the Nutionul
Guurd from one to three years, |1
am speaking of the private soldlers
among the two classes. Here at Camp

grIrvuii-
posed of the National Guard regi-
ments of North and South Carolina
and Tennessce recruited fo full war
strength by drafted men, natuvally
most of the non-commissioned otficers
have been filled Ly National Guurds-
men. They were here first und In ae-
cordance with the military rule of
senlority were given the  places of
“non-coms.” . After four months of
truining, however, hundreds of draft-
ed men here are competent for the
sume places and the Natlonal Guards-
men are never sure of their jobs, They
huve awakened to a realization of the
fact that these farmer luds who left
the plow a-short while ugo to take up
the rifle have learned how to handle
that rifle in remarkably quick time.
A month or two ago | heard more
than one non-commissioned officer
suy that “he didn’t cure much about
his job because nobody rlse could
hold it.” I haven’t heard that remark
lately. There is no unscemly jeal-
ousy, between the two classes, as
classes, or anything of that kind. All
entertain about the same sentiment
as to the task in hand—that is that
it is up to them to stay the progress
of the Hun. There are very few who
think they are in the game for the
sike of the game, or who cure any-
thing anbout it from thut stundpoint
All of them would rather be out of it
thun in it, or most of them would, but
there are very few at Camp Sevier
who would be willing to back out al
present. They know what they are
here for, and they have no ldea of
quitting until they have fulfilled their
jobs, Jas, D. Grist.

Quick Decision on Army Horses.—
The February Farm and Fireside, in
an article about the purchase of hors-
o8 for the United States army, says:

“The decisions were made rapidly.
The officer and the veterinary glanc-
ed at cach animal’s mouth, appraised
his weight and height, and looked for

defects—splints, spavin, ring bone,
Jjack, bad eyes.
“'He's a good horse’ A scller was

‘He'll last a long

praising his goods.
time."
“*Yea' snid the officer quickly,

‘he’ll last a long time because no one
will ever use him. Take him out.)

“The good-natured laugh that fol-
lowed sobercd to businesslike atten-
tion in a moment when the next horse
was brought in.

“iAll right. Back him up
“Trot him a little

“A fine-looking bay had passed the
preliminary inspection. A crack of
the whip and he was trotted down the
cor,al and back to the officers,

wiartillery horse, and he was led
into an adjoining corral to be run a
short distance as a wind test. After-
ward he was tested for glanders, and
the red government tag, telling his
age, color, sex, weight, height and so
on, was attached to his ear. That re-
cord of his history and purdhase will
follow him no matter how far he Is
sent or how long he remains In the
service. Finally he was driven out
into the larger corrals, and thence to
a chute and into the branding pen.
There he was marked U. 8. with a big
A underneath to signify that he was
an artillery borse. Thus he became
the property of the United States
government.”

Then

Dr. John H. Keese of Ashland, Ky.,
remarked on a street car that “the
kalser would soon be king of the
world—it is | to him,"

F0OD SITUATION CRITICAL

New England Is the Severest Suf
ferer..

g .
RAILROADS ARE MOSTLY TO BLAME
_____ s
Mr. Hoover Says that the Shortage is
Very Great and that There Can Be
But Little Hope of Relief for the
Next Sixty Days—Much Corn Will

be Lost.

The eastern part of the United
Suites fuces a fuod shortuge likely
to continue for the next sixty Jdays.

In making this disclosure, Food
Administrator Hoover deviared that
the situation is the most critical in
the country's history and that in many
of the large consuming areuas rescrive
food stores are at the point of ex-
haustion.

The whole blame is put by the food
administration on railroad congestion,
which he says also has thrown the
food administration far behind in s
program for feeding the allies. The
only solution he sees, Is a greatly in-
creased rail movement of  foodstums
even to the exclusion of much other
commerce.

It is very evident that the railroad
administration s melined to resent
Mr. Hoover's blame of the rallroads,
and  Director General MeAdoo  dde-
clared he was ready to provide ev-
ery transportation facility for expe-
diting food movement. The ratlroad
administration, he suid, has suggested
thit farmers be urged to release thelr
grain holdings that large numbers of
available cars might be utilized n
moving them.

Cereal Exports Behind.

Cerenl exports to the allies,  Mr.
Hoover's stutement says, will be 45,-
won,000 bushels short an March 1 and
meat shipments  alse  are fur short
of the amounts promised.

Inability to move the crops, Mr.
Hoover sets forth, has suspended the
luw of supply and demand and has
ereated o price margin between pro-
ducer and consumer wider than it
ever was before.

A large part of the corn crop is
sbout to spoll because it s not mmlnu
to terminals for drying. The l.ll'rcl.'lﬂ-
age of soft corn in last year's crop, ull
of which must be dried I it is to be
suved, Is the largest ever known, Es-
timates placed the amount as high as
a billion bushels.

The cost of Eraing for feeding live-
stock has inereased to such an extent
by reason of transportation difliculties,
Mr. Hoover says, that feeders are
confronted with the prospect of  se-
rivus losses, Dairying interests, too,
he declures, are hard hit.

Potatoes, the food administrutor
declures, are spoiling in the produc-
er's hands while consumers have been
supplied only from summer garden
erops apdptoren.carried oNer .

Text of Hoover Statement.

Mr. Hoover's statement follows:

“In responge to many inquiries, I
beg to say it is true that since the first
of December we have fallen far be-
hind our agreed food program with
the allies. By the end of February we
will be short 45,000,000 bushels In
cereal products which we undertook
as  our share of the supplies.  We
will also be short of the amount of
meat and pork products thal we were
to deliver. This deficlency is due
sulely to the rallway congestion since
that date. The rallway directorate
since coming inte control on Junuary
1 has made effort to find remedy, but
during the month of January the
weather was insupernble and nlthough
progress hus been made since the Oth
of February, the situation is the ac-
cumulation of three months' deluys,

“The next 60 days will be the most
eritical period in our food history.
The simple fuct is that the problem
goes far deeper than supplies tu the
allles. During the last three months
we have far fallen behind in move-
ment of foodstuffs from the furms to
the consuming and storage centers
Up to the first of February less than
50 per cent of the normal ratio of
corn has heen moved, less than SO per
cent of the vats and less thun 30 per
cent of the potatves. From Noverber
1 to January 1, we were short in the
usual movement of grains and grain
products into the terminals alone by
over 120,000 carloads—over 120,000,-
000 bushels, and this further aggre-
gated by similar shortage outside the
terminals.

Next Sixty Days.

“Furthermore, this year we have
the largest percentage of soft corn in
many years and though we have @
record crop of corn, a considerable
portion of the soft corn will be lost by
spolling unless it cun be moved In the
next 60 days to the drying terminals.
The least amount of grain that must
be loaded for the next 60 days Is §,-
000,000 bushels per duy—and we have
not yet attained that. Less than this
will solve neither the allled nor our
domestic situation.

“We had about 130,000 carloads of
potatoes on November 1 which should
have been moved from the principal
producing centers and up to the first
of February we had moved about 2%,-
000 carloads while we should have
moved over 50,000 In this period, The
result |s that potatoes are plled up
spoiling In the producers’ hands and
the consuming centers have only been
supplied by virtue of the summer
gardens and other stores carried over
from last year. There Is a great deal
of livestock which has been ready
for the market for sometime, but Is
still held in the farmers’ hands
through Inability to secure transpor-
tation. These cattle are eating their
heads oft without increasing their
meat value and are only adding to the
costs of the farmer and consuming the
grain.

Effect of Delay.

“The effect of this delayed move-
ment has been many fold:

“First: To jeopardize the safety of
a great deal of the soft corn and per-
ishables, such as potatoes.

“Second: The stricture in flow of
distribution has entirely distributed
the price conditions in the country
by practically suspending the law of
supply and demand.

“Third: The cost of grains for feed-
ing livestock has so Increased to the
feeders of finished cattle that they
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the Rhine.” Pretty soon he needed
the services of a brother practitioner.

face serious losses. The costs of the
dairying Industries have necessarily

greatly increased.

SINGLE COPY,

“Fourth: Through the large
suming areas  we have been
off  reserves through the period of
scant supplics,  These reserves are in
many  sections approaching  exhaus-
tion,

“Fifth:  We have been unable
transport to seabouard  the necessir
foodstuffs for the allies.

Situation Critical.

“The economiv ramitjcations of this
whole delay in the mosement of the
national harvest are almost countless
and they present the most critical of
situations, of which no solution exists
but a continued expansion of the ef-
forts of the railway administration in
the movement of foodstuffs in every
direction to  the exclusion of much
other commerce.

“tComiparisons of  the movement
from day to day during the last few
days with movements of similar pw-
riods last year reflect the efforts belng
made by the ratlway directorate, We
have, however, a long aceamulation
to be got over within the next v day=
The situation valls for every co-operi-
tion of the public—through the gquwk
loading of cars, loading them to ca-
pacity, and discharging them guick-
Iy—and in every  way reducing  the
tax on the ratlways, Co-operation can
Le given by reduction in consumption
of home and loedl storep to the ox-
cluston o far as may be of transpor-
e urticles. 1 every interest co-oper-
ates, we shall supply the allies  amd
remedy the distribution of our abun-
dant domestic supplivs, for our farms

con-
hivine

1o

are Tull of foodstufls,

“No effort & being spared o mave
allied fomd as fast as it can e ae
cumuluted in the intermor. amd today
the ruilway  directorate s anging
special  truing  to earry  meat aml

packing-house products from Chicago
1o load the walting ships,”™

BRAINY, BUT—.

Being a Discussion of the Political
Character of John L. McLaurin.
virvenville Priedmuont,

A citizen  of  Lesslie, 8.0, wrote a
letter,  recently published  In the
Greensbors, Xo %, News  over  the

nom e plume “Pedagorue,” 10 dealt
amlyteally  and  interestingly  with
sSouth Carolina politivs.  Conheerning
Melaurin he wrote:

“Melaurin hus brains.  For sheer
ability to think constructively no man
in public life in South Caroling Is his

wqal,  He has  the power lo see the
viston. s gray  matter  functions
with  wonderful precision, nor does

ninds.
men's

it need the stimulus of other
He 15 no absorber of other
fleas,"™

That is high pradse, but even muany
who do not like Melawrin and would
not vote for him to hold publie office,
will admit that it is u Just estimate
of Murlboro county's ablest son. The
public debt of South Carolina could
be paid and the state put on a cash
gt Af R oW i LITRITY L

dollar for each time somebody In thix

state has sald: “MeLaurin is the
brainlest public man in South Caro
lina, but——"

And there 18 no use for him to say
“HBut me no buts” for that “but” is
like Banguo's ghost, it stmply  will
not down.

“Pedngogue™  further wrote:  “Me-
Laurine lucks something vital,” aml
then procecd®d to set forth ot length
his conception of what it is that Me-
Laurin lucks. In short, his concepe-
tion Is  that Mclaurin was “teo  He-
publican™ when  serving in the United
Htutes  senute,  That  is n grave
charge—but, If it Investigated
now, must not the confession be made
that much which Melaurin fuvored
then that wuas considered " Republi-
can” is now openly  supported by
practically the whole Demoeratie
purty?  For instance, Mcelaurin was
roundly condemmned for favoring de-
vielloping an American merchant mu-
rine through government assistance,
Thut was i case where he was right
aml the narrow-minded bigots who
bluckguarded him did not have vision
Suppose his advice had been tiken
at the time it was glven, this country
toduy would have had adeqguate ship-
ping for I8 war needs at a small
fraction of what will be the cost o
the government of providing 1t now,
Other counts in the indictment of Me-
Laurin at the time he was denied the
privilege of running in the Democra-
tie primary for renomination for
United States senator could be taken
up and in the same way shown to be
trut inability of lesser minds to com-
prehend his wonderful foresight.

The "olumbia State, which has al-
wiuys under its  varlous  editors had
an unconguerable aversion to any
politician whe dared to think his own
thoughts instead of accepting its con-
clusions as  law and gospel, suys the
trouble with Mclaurin is that be will
not stay “hitched.” That is but an-
other way of expressing what “Peda-
Bogue” charged, but The State wus
mighty glad that he did not stay
hitched when his independence helped
to put Joseph H. Earle In the United
States senate instead of that John
Gary Evans who in it s0 venomously
denounced while he was governor and
a  candidute for senator but with
whom it hus of recent years worked
in beautiful and touching harmony.

The trouble with McLaurin is that
the habit of factional thought haoas
become so Hxed with most of us that
we are Incapable of appreciating the
bigness of a man too big to be willing
to wear the blind bridle of unques-
tioning and unswerving factionallsm,

MeLaurin has  his faults, but
niether “Pedagogue” nor the Colum-
bia State has correctly diagnosed
them. In reality, their indictments
of him when examined by a man not
blinded by partisanship are compli-
ments.

Real individuality is so extremely
rare that it is resented by the aver-
age man who does not possess it

b

Clinto Gunton and Herman Meyers,
clergymen, are held under $25,000
bail bonds at Elkins, W. 7a., on
‘charges of selling and distributing li-
belous and seditlous matter regard-
ing the United States. They carried
Russian, German and other war
maps, as well as the address of a con-
cern where they could buy dynamite,

The recent earthquake shocks in
the vicinity of Amoy, China, resulted
in the death of 200 people. Most of
the deaths were at Swatow. The
number of Injured has not been re-
ported.
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